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A new student group decks construction wall with artwork
DEVON MUSGRAVE-JOHNSON
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

This week, students traveling down Middle Path
were greeted by an array of art on the wooden wall
outlining the West Quad construction zone.
The Lighthouse Collective, a new art group on
campus, created a tree-like shape by taping flowers to the wall and wrote a message within it that
invited the community to “affirm and celebrate the
diversity of our shared space with messages and visuals.”
Other pieces included a yellow-and-blue string
drawing of the Olin and Chalmers Memorial library with the caption, “Isn’t it unfortunate I had to
end this way,” and a larger-than-life photo portrait

of President Sean Decatur accompanied by a message for his 50th birthday on Sept. 4.
One of the largest pieces put on the wall was a
colorful banner protesting the construction with
the statement, “$75 Million = 1,096 Full Scholarships,” referencing the gift of that amount given to
the College in part to support the construction of
the West Quad and the new library.
Though much of the artwork has since been removed from the wall, images and lettering that had
been marked directly on the wall remain, including
the message from Lighthouse.
“We anticipate the evolution of this dialogue to
be an ongoing expression of gestures and responses,” the message reads. “May this be a collage of our
many voices.”

Top, Alli Beard ‘20 stands
in front of the wall surrounding Olin and Chalmers Memorial Library as the
building is prepared to be
demolished and replaced
in accordance with the
2020 Plan. The words “$75
Million Dollars = 1,096 Full
Scholarships” have drawn
attention from students,
faculty and visitors alike.
Far left, Lighthouse Collective’s message on the
wall. Left, an art piece that
reads: “I built walls around
me because I thought I
was a tortured artist.”
ERYN POWELL

MacLeod’s play The Good Samaritan workshopped in CA
very positive and supportive,” Smith wrote in an
email. “Many wanted to see it fully produced.”
MacLeod made edits to her play before the
After pulling The Good Samaritan from the
reading and worked with Garcés during reBolton Theater’s spring lineup, James Michael
hearsals, according to Smith. Garcés is a playPlaywright-in-Residence Wendy MacLeod ’81
wright and artistic director for Cornerstone
workshopped her play with a new audience
Theater Company in Los Angeles. His work inin California. A reading of the play premiered
cludes Los Illegals, a play produced in 2007 that
during the Road Theatre Company’s Summer
features themes of immigration and class.
Playwrights Festival
When posts on Facein North Hollywood
book advertising the readThe audience
on July 31.
ing began circulating, KeThe Good Samarinyon students expressed
enjoyed the
tan first garnered con- play and were very positheir disdain for the play.
troversy after it was set
tive and supportive. Many Some discussed a potento premiere on camtial protest of the play, but
pus in April. When wanted to see it fully prothe comments came after
MacLeod released a duced.
the date of the reading had
version of the script to
already passed.
the campus via email Scott Alan Smith, Summer
“She can revise it all she
on Jan. 6, students and Playwrights Festival Director
wants, but the entire play
faculty expressed conis problematic,” Isa Birdcern over the depicMuñoz ’18 said. “This is
tion of Hèctor, a Guanot a story that just anytemalan minor, as well as its handling of topics
one gets to tell.” Bird-Muñoz currently works as
such as race, sexual orientation and class.
a teacher for detained immigrant youth.
Though more than 150 people attended the
Smith says he was aware of the controversy
Feb. 1 panel held to discuss the play, MacLeod
surrounding the play before it was submitted
was not in attendance. After the Road Theatre
and that he actually encouraged MacLeod to
Company’s reading, audience members were
submit to the festival.
invited to participate in a panel discussion.
“The theater is by design a forum for the
Though MacLeod declined to comment for this
people,” he wrote. “It is at its very essence a place
story, Festival Director Scott Alan Smith stated
for the exchange of ideas.”
that the reading received a warm reception. MaThe festival, founded in 2010, is designed to
cLeod attended the reading and panel discusbe a forum for playwrights to workshop their
sion along with director Michael John Garcés
plays before completing them. Often, it is the
and artistic director Sam Anderson.
first draft of a play that is submitted.
“The audience enjoyed the play and were
“The Summer Playwrights Festival was
DEVON MUSGRAVE-JOHNSON
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

“

carefully named when we started it in 2010,”
Smith wrote. “I wanted the focus to be on the
playwrights, and we have endeavored to make
the play the priority so the audiences can hear
it clearly and interact with what they heard with
the playwright and director after the reading in
a discussion.”
Despite the fact that MacLeod participated
in a discussion after the reading, Bird-Muñoz,
who was unable to attend, expressed concern
based on the way MacLeod handled the controversy at Kenyon.

“It could be the perfect play now,” they said,
“but the fact that she resisted so many people
of Latinx backgrounds saying, ‘this is bad, we
can talk about this, but please listen,’ means that
[she] shouldn’t be writing this.”
The festival took place over eight days and
featured over 30 plays. According to Smith, 27
of the plays that have had readings at these festivals over the last eight years have later been produced by the company. At the time of writing,
The Good Samaritan has not been chosen, but
the full lineup has not yet been announced.

The reading of the play at Summer Playwrights Festival | COURTESY OF KEELIA FLINN
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New English houses take inspiration from Sunset Cottage
Keithley House and English Cottage are the first completed sites of the West Quad Project.
EVEY WEISBLAT
NEWS ASSISTANT

As students moved into
their dorms this August, professors carted their books and
supplies across the West Quad
construction site from Sunset Cottage to their new home
in English Cottage. Keithley
House and English Cottage,
the new English buildings, are
set to be completed by the end
of September as part of the
first installment of the West
Quad Project.
Project Manager Jerry Kelly ’96 said that English Cottage, the wooden house closest to Lentz House, is in its
final stages of construction.
“We’ve been working six-day
weeks for months to get this
building done and to get that
one [done],” he said, referring to English Cottage and
Keithley House respectively.
“[Keithley’s] about 70 percent
done, so we’re gonna keep
pushing hard until we have
them both wrapped up.”
While English Cottage will
be composed entirely of faculty offices, Keithley House
will hold two seminar rooms,
replacing the classrooms previously housed in Sunset Cottage. This arrangement is not
coincidental: Keithley House

One of the two new English buildings in its final stage of construction that will be completed by the end of September | ERYN POWELL

was designed to emulate the
historical home of English at
Kenyon. “The original plan
was they were gonna knock
[Sunset] down and replace it
with [Keithley],” Kelly said.
Sunset Cottage has been a
staple of the Kenyon College
English department since
1978, when the English De-

partment transferred its offices from Nu Pi Kappa on the
third f loor of Ascension Hall
to Sunset.
Throughout the years,
it has faced a multitude of
structural and functional
complications, particularly
accessibility issues. Despite
these obstacles, the Board of

Trustees said its long-term
use is still in discussion, according to a Nov. 2017 Collegian article.
Keithley House will mirror
many of Sunset’s structural
elements.
“They wanted to echo Sunset Cottage in certain ways,
with the type of brick and
with the back porches,” Kelly
said. “It’s kind of an updated,
more modern version.”
Kelly said there were some
challenges with imitating
Sunset’s design, especially in
regards to the masonry. Because Sunset’s bricks have
been sandblasted and painted
over so many times, they are
nearly impossible to recreate.
“What [the brick masons]
said literally to me was, ‘We
can’t do work that sh-tty,’”
Kelly said. “So what we’ve
done, the compromise is, to

find bricks that are intentionally made to look [old].
They’re brand-spankin’-new,
but they’re made to look old.”
As for the fate of Kenyon’s
most beloved home for readers and writers, it’s a matter
of renovation and refurbishment. “They’ll have quite a
bit of work to do to it to bring
it up to code and bring it up
to date,” Kelly said of the
162-year-old building.
In the meantime, Kelly
hopes Keithley House will
become the Sunset for future
generations of Kenyon students.
“[There are] a lot of people,
a lot of companies involved,
and we’re trying to build
buildings that will last for
100 years,” Kelly said. “This
is Kenyon College, so we really should be shooting for
200 years.”

CORRECTIONS

An inside look at the construction site of the new English building near Lentz House | ERYN POWELL

In the Aug. 29 issue, the Collegian misstated the meeting time of
Signs on the Square. Signs on the Square meets on Saturdays from
12:30 p.m. to 1 p.m. at the Public Square in Mount Vernon. The
Collegian regrets this error.
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College will make KAC hill less steep with dirt from library
Mark Kohlman unveils plan to re-align the foot paths from south end of campus to the KAC.
TOMMY JOHNSON
NEWS EDITOR

The hill that Philander
Chase settled on is about to
get significantly less steep.
In some places, the paths

leading down from Old Kenyon Residence Hall and from
Peirce Hall to the Kenyon
Athletic Center (KAC) reach a
grade, or slope, of 22 percent.
The College plans to reduce
the steepness of that grade to

Students walk up the notorious KAC hill to Peirce. | ERYN POWELL

anywhere between eight and
14 percent by dumping the
dirt that will be excavated
during the demolition of Olin
and Chalmers Memorial Library and construction of the
new library.
According to Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman,
Kenyon’s administrators have
discussed
addressing
the
steepness and accessibility of
the KAC hill, as it is colloquially known, since the KAC
was first built in 2006. They
have the resources to address
this project with a surplus of
materials from the West Quad
construction project.
The College plans to begin
addressing the KAC hill either this upcoming fall or by
March 2019, when the weather
warms up again. Regardless
of the start date, they aim to
finish the project by the beginning of the fall semester in
2019.
“It’s still going to be pretty
steep,” Kohlman said. “There’s
not enough distance between
the top of the hill and the
KAC to really reduce the slope
down to a four or five percent
grade.” Kohlman remarked
that for those with any sort of
obstacles to mobility, such as
injured student-athletes, their

best option will still be to get
a ride up from the KAC. But
he emphasized that for a hill
that drops around 40 feet in
elevation, lessening the grade
will help.
Beyond reducing the steepness of the hill, Kohlman said
that plans to re-align the footpaths will make the climb
easier for students. As the
paths currently stand, students walking from Peirce to
the KAC often opt for a worndown stretch of grass where
they can make a more direct
path to the KAC than by sticking on the pavement.
Re-aligning the current
footpaths to better conform
to the contours of the hill and
removing the less-frequented
portion of the paths will create a more accessible route for
students.
As for what this construction will look like, Kohlman
said it begins with dumping
the dirt from the West Quad
construction project into the
Benson Bowl, the bottom of
the hill across the street from
the KAC.
“There’s lots of large equipment,” Kohlman said. “The
first step is going to be that
they are just going to dump
… somewhere between 4,000

and 7,000 cubic yards of dirt
and rock that comes out of the
library hill in a big pile down
there.”
From there, the dirt will be
transported to the KAC hill
and to the 15-foot drop in elevation between the VandenBerg Tennis Courts and the
other athletic fields.
In order to reroute the
paths up the KAC hill, Kohlman said that the College
would have to remove 19 trees.
Four of these are larger trees,
and three of those four are either unhealthy or dying.
The fourth tree is being removed in order to reroute the
path away from three other
trees.
The remaining 15 trees are
smaller trees that the College
has planted in the last five
or so years, and they will be
moved elsewhere on campus.
Kenyon’s policy is to plant
a minimum of one tree for
each tree that is removed, but
Kohlman said the College will
try to place at least two trees
for every one that is removed
for KAC hill work.
While the KAC hill is under construction, the primary
pathway to the KAC will be
the sidewalk alongside Acland
and Duff streets.

Rutkoff honored, Sheffield appointed to newest professorship
Funded by former students, the professorship will grant Sheffield funding for rural research.
KEELY LOVATO
STAFF WRITER

Starting this year, Professor of Sociology and Legal Studies Ric Sheffield
will serve as Kenyon’s first Peter M.
Rutkoff Distinguished Teaching Professor in American Studies.
A group of Rutkoff’s former students
provided funding for the professorship,
stating in a press release on the Kenyon
website that they feel they benefited from
his commitment to diversity in the classroom.
“Social justice has been a defining
mantra for Peter,” Nina P. Freedman ’77,
a former student of Rutkoff and current
Kenyon trustee who contributed to the
new professorship, said in the release.
“He turns thought into action.”
Rutkoff, who joined the Kenyon
faculty in 1971, founded the American studies major and co-founded the
Crossroads Faculty Seminar, a group of
Kenyon faculty and administrators that
come together to discuss issues in African diaspora studies.
Rutkoff has also worked to enhance
the quality of education outside of Kenyon. For 34 years, he has been a member
of the Kenyon Academic Partnership
(KAP) and now serves as the program’s
executive director. KAP works to enhance the education of high school students in Ohio by helping their teachers adapt Kenyon courses to their own
classrooms.

Professor Ric Sheffield leads a discussion. | COURTESY OF THE COLLEGIAN MAGAZINE

Sheffield plans to honor Rutkoff ’s
legacy by continuing to work to increase
diversity within the Kenyon curriculum
while also engaging with the surrounding community.
“A major responsibility for the
holder of this chair should be to create opportunities and devise strategies
for enhancing academic exploration
of diversity and facilitate multi-disciplinary engagement with the concept,”
Sheffield said.

The professorship grants Sheffield
the opportunity to pursue academic
projects at Kenyon and in conjunction
with other organizations including
the Great Lakes Colleges Association
(GLCA) and the Five Colleges of Ohio.
The title of Sheffield’s overarching
project is “Diversity in the Heartland.”
The focus of this project “will be to explore what ‘diversity’ means in a rural
American context and the various ways
that it is manifested” Sheffield said.

“The vast majority of the academic literature on this topic looks at it through an urban
or metropolitan lens,” Sheffield said. “Academics and policymakers alike tend to act as
though ‘rural life’ and ‘diversity’ are oxymorons. Such an approach grossly underestimates
how social life evolves in environments that have both fewer
institutions and smaller numbers of inhabitants.”
One of Sheffield’s projects
will include a community study
in Knox County on the “experience of ‘difference’ or ‘otherness.’” Kenyon students will
have the opportunity to be involved in this research as part
of a year-long course starting
next fall.
“[The] course will involve
significant experiences through
community-engaged learning,
research methods ranging from
oral history interviews and surveys to archival exploration,
and the creation of digital productions like podcasts, museum
exhibits and radio shows,” Sheffield said.
A meeting for potential enrollees will occur in early
spring after Sheffield returns
from sabbatical.

4

Thursday, Sept. 6 | kenyoncollegian.com

Village Council covers Hopkins’ resignation, construction
Gambier’s village administrator was asked to resign after being investigated by Ohio EPA.
DAVID HAN
STAFF WRITER

The Sept. 4 Gambier Village Council meeting covered
a great deal of planned projects, moving quickly through
its itinerary in the wake of
Village Administrator Suzanne Hopkins’ resignation
last month.
After it was revealed that
she was being investigated by
the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Hopkins was asked to resign by the
Village.
The Village of Gambier
also undertook an investigation, according to a press release from Aug. 22.
During the meeting, the

Village Council voted to retroactively authorize a contract
made by Mayor Kachen Kimmell with McGhee’s Technical
Water Services, Inc. to provide the Operator of Record
service that Suzanne Hopkins
once filled.
David Martin has been
serving as the interim village administrator since Aug.
22. He had previously served
in the same role in Sunbury,
Ohio. Alongside Martin, the
Village hired CT Consultants,
a consulting firm in Columbus.
The Village Administrator is important because they
are Gambier’s connection to
the Knox County Sheriff ’s Of-

fice. They have a say in which
deputy works in Gambier, and
what their hours will be.
Although less urgent, future plans for the construction on Gaskin Avenue were
also discussed in depth.
No conclusion was reached
during the meeting, despite
the fact that the direction of
the conversation hinted heavily at a continuation of Gaskin’s one-lane policy and expanded angled parking on
both parallel streets.
Both will most likely become or continue to be oneway for the duration of village
construction.
While the planned Tree Removal Ordinance was on the

Council
Business Agenda, it
was tabled almost immediately, as it “[did
not] have a redraft to incorporate the discussion at the
previous
meeting” and the solicitor wished to continue working on it.
When the council announced this decision, the
three audience members in attendance stood up and quietly
left.
Tommy Johnson contributed reporting to this story.

DEVON MUSGRAVE-JOHNSON

New administrators start
work after summer shuffle

Kenyon team considers June
civility conference a success

TOMMY JOHNSON
NEWS EDITOR

BETÜL AYDIN
NEWS EDITOR

On May 21, Furman University
in Greenville, S.C. released a news
bulletin announcing that it had
hired Heidi Hanson McCrory, formerly Kenyon’s vice president for
college relations.
McCrory assumed her new role
as vice president for development at
Furman on July 1.
McCrory’s
departure,
five
months after her appointment as
Kenyon’s senior advisor for community relations, marks one of several administrative shifts across
campus that have taken place over
the summer.
McCrory left two vacancies in
the College administration, filled
by two separate candidates.
The College announced on May
24 that Colleen Garland, Ohio Wesleyan University’s chief advancement officer, would join Kenyon as
the vice president for advancement
on July 1.
In this role, Garland will oversee
fundraising efforts as well as alumni and parent engagement, according to the May 21 press release announcing her hiring.
Garland’s responsibilities mirror
those of McCrory’s when she oversaw College relations.
In her four years as vice president for college relations, McCrory
developed and initiated a $300 million fundraising effort. Under McCrory, the College received its single largest gift in history — a $75
million anonymous donation —
and launched a campaign to raise
$20 million to create the President’s
Fund. This endowed scholarship is
meant to support underrepresented
students whose families income is
in the bottom 60 percent of incomes
in the United States.
Garland, who was recommended

by Emeritus Trustee Barry Schwartz,
brings with her more than 30 years
of fundraising experience. She was
the chief architect of Ohio Wesleyan’s $200 million campaign and
oversaw a revitalization of the university’s career services to better
connect current students to alumni.
Also moving in McCrory’s wake
is Jan Thomas, senior associate provost at Kenyon, who was named the
senior advisor for community relations on Aug. 14 in a press release.
In this role, she will serve as Kenyon’s liaison to community partners and leaders at the local, statewide and national level.
Thomas will retain her duties as
senior associate provost until Jan. 1,
2019, when Associate Professor of
Chemistry Sheryl Hemkin will take
over.
In other administrative offices,
the new hires had fully transitioned
into their role by the start of the fall
semester.
In July, the Office of Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion (ODEI) hired
a new assistant director, Timothy
Bussey.
Bussey, who just finished his
Ph.D. in political science at the
University of Connecticut, is responsible for educational programming for ODEI and will chair
the LGBTQ+ Advisory Committee.
Bussey will also serve as the advisor to Unity House and the Crozier Center for Women, according
to the Kenyon website.
A final notable transition was in
athletics. Jill McCartney, who was
hired in the spring, took over as Director of Athletics on July 16. She
replaces Peter Smith, who retired in
December of 2017 after serving as
Director of Athetics for 16 years. In
the interim spring semester, Associate Director of Athletics Amy Heasley Williams ’88 served as director.

diversity, inclusion, freedom of expression and community — is something they want to include in their
A team of Kenyon faculty and adplan.
ministrators had the chance to ex“That seemed like something we
plore different prospects for divershould do more of, that a lot of good
sity and civility when they attended
issues came out of those groups that
the Diversity, Civility and the Liberseemed like the beginnings of bigger
al Arts Institute, a four-day conferconversations,” Erler said. “I think
ence in June. Ted Mason, the associone thing we want to do is have
ate provost for diversity, equity and
more of those types of conversations,
inclusion, said the event was very
where we engage different parts of
productive.
the Kenyon community and differHosted by t he Council of Indepenent parts of the campus.”
dent Colleges (CIC) — a consortium
Associate Professor of German
which includes Kenyon — the event
Leo Riegert also said that continuing
consisted of several presentations,
small groups would be helpful.
group discussions and speakers in
“In order for people to really beAtlanta. Each team member was also
gin to understand their own position
required to complete readings prior
in terms of diversity ... it requires
to the event.
a conversation that is ongoing over
Associate Professor of Political
the course of a semester or a year beScience Abbie Erler also attended
tween the same people,” Riegert said.
the conference. “It was intense, but
Although the plan is not finalit was a lot of fun because we got to
ized, the team is considering holding
meet people from other colleges that
seven on-campus events which may
are like Kenyon and talk to them
include organizing small groups beabout what is going on in their camtween students, faculty members and
puses,” she said.
administrators and
Last year, Keninviting speakers,
yon was one of the
according to RiegOne of the
25
participating
ert.
colleges and uni- things that we learned is
More
details
versities
selected that we are ahead of a
about these events
through a competi- lot of schools.”
will be disclosed
tive application prothroughout the secess.
mester.
Associate Provost for DiverAs part of the sity, Equity and Inclusion Ted
Mason noted that
application,
each Mason
although there are
institution had to
issues surrounding
draft a plan that
civility and incluwould help strengthen diversity and
sion on campus, he is still optimistic
civility on campus.
about reaching solutions.
After the completion of the Insti“One of the things we learned
tute, participants are also required
is that we are well ahead of lots of
to further develop the plan and reschools that were there,” Mason said.
port back in a year.
“That is not a reason not to keep
Erler noted that the small groups
working: It is a reason to definitely
— a set of campus-wide conversakeep working, but it is also a way of
tions held by the Community Planseeing that progress is possible on
ning Group last April to discuss
these things.”

“

FEATURES

Thursday, Sept. 6

kenyoncollegian.com

5

Alien encounter excites Kenyon students and residents alike
“Alien X-ing” signs, fan Facebook pages and a UFO organization follow in wake of sighting.
DANTE KANTER
FEATURES EDITOR

were illustrated in a witness
sketch by local investigator
On July 31, while driv- Rob McGlone. The sketch aping on Route 13, a Mount pears to be in colored pencil
Vernon man saw something and has been shared online
he couldn’t explain. At first many times over in the past
sight, it simply appeared to months.
be a deer standing on the
On Aug. 10, the Mount
highway, but the mystery be- Vernon News published an
gan when, according to the article titled “Alien Sightwitness, the figure stood up ing North of Mount Vernon,”
on its hind legs and crossed which includes McGlone’s
the road in three paces.
drawing. The Facebook page
The man immediately re- Kenyon Memes for Philanported his sighting to the dering Teens quickly picked
Mutual UFO Network (MU- up the image and posted a
FON), an international UFO series of memes — humorresearch
ous images
and invesshared wide“We talked it
tigation
ly on the inover several
organizaternet — eition.
Af- times, and the witness
ther directly
ter the ini- himself seemed very
lifting from
tial report, honest.”
or
making
MUFON
reference to
declared
the
sketch.
Thomas Wertman
the case a
One is an edhigh priorited
poster
ity and passed it down to the for the movie Alien 3, with
organization’s Ohio branch.
the Xenomorph replaced by
Although MUFON’s in- the witness drawing. Anothvestigation is ongoing at the er is the sketch of the alien,
time of press, and certain who appears to be mid-run,
details remain private, the with the caption “Kenyon
organization disclosed that is designed to be a walking
the “creature” was a seven- campus,” a reference to a
to eight-foot tall humanoid phrase often used on the Kewith brownish skin, elongat- nyon website to describe the
ed limbs and unusually large College.
hands and feet. These details
The creature has made
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Which famous journalist
is publishing a book on
Trump’s White House on
Sept. 11?
How many new students
are at Kenyon?

an impact in Mount Vernon as well. On Route 13,
approximately at the site of
the creature’s appearance,
a local taped an “Alien
X-ing” sign to a telephone pole. The
“Vern Alien”
has been given a Facebook page,
and the
Mount
Vernon Kroger
brief ly
sold
cakes decorated
with an alien face. Alternate theories have developed, such as one man who
claims in the comments on
the Mount Vernon News article that the creature was
a species of sasquatch, and
a woman who says that her
relative saw the same creature on his property a decade
prior.
Despite much enthusiasm
around the sighting, there
is plenty of skepticism as to
the legitimacy of the witness’ claim. Thomas Merton,
director of MUFON’s Ohio
branch, concedes that the report might be a hoax, but implores those who are skeptical not to write off the case
entirely.
“We talked it over sev-

RARA GUMBEL

eral times, and the witness
himself seemed very honest,” Merton said. “We have
somebody who’s giving a
story which appears to be
very credible, but we haven’t
found any evidence so far.”
According to Merton,
there are an average of 200
sightings a year reported in
the state of Ohio alone. A
portion of these sightings
prove false. Merton gave an
example of a man who saw a
creature, very similar to the
one sighted in Mount Vernon, whose legs were, according to the witness, “bent
backwards.” After a couple of

days, this creature was confirmed to be an ostrich escaped from a nearby farm.
True believers may hold
out hope that the sighting
was a legitimate paranormal
encounter. “From the information that I got,” Merton
said, “the witness doesn’t really have an explanation of
what he saw.
Sometimes what happens
is the media, they hype it up
just to create interesting stories, but in this case we’re not
seeing anything to, say, either prove it happened or did
happen. Our investigation is
still in process.”

Faculty Total:

Senior Total:

Junior Total:

Sophomore Total:

First-Year Total:

2

1

1

2

0

Answer

Maria Mendonça

Noelle Jones ‘19

Julia Elrod ‘20

Graham Ball ‘21

Michael Thompson ‘22

Bob Woodward

No clue

Don’t know

Robert Jones

Woodward

No idea

No idea

550

558

550

548

543 first years and
7 transfers
Weekly Scores

The sculpture in the
center of the science quad
was made by which artist?

Henry Moore

Henry Moore

Don’t know, bet
it was donated by
Gund

Don’t know

Da Vinci

Absolutely no idea

What is the tallest
structure in Knox
County?

Rastin Observation
Tower (In the ArielFoundation park)

Ariel Foundation
Tower

Watertower

Ariel Foundation
Tower

Caples

Statue of a tall man

2

1

1

2

0

6

Thursday, Sept. 6 | kenyoncollegian.com

Cramped study spaces drive students from regular haunts

As the modular units begin to crowd, students and faculty consider study alternatives.
NOAH NASH
SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR

For the next couple years, campus
may feel unfamiliar for Kenyon students. It will be the first time since the
Gordon Keith Chalmers Library was
completed in 1962 that the College
will not have a main library building.
With demolition of the Olin and
Chalmers Memorial Library expected
to begin in October to create space for
the Kenyon Commons Library project, the College installed four new
modular unit late in the 2018 spring
semester in order to replace Olin and
Chalmers. Three of them, Library
Buildings A, B and C, were placed on
Ransom Lawn. The fourth modular
unit was installed between Norton
Residence Hall and Watson Residence
Hall.
While the modular units will fulfill some of the functions of Olin and
Chalmers, they will not fully replicate the role that the library filled as
a study space. According to Ronald
Griggs, the vice president for library
and information services, the College
will have the same number of ‘study
seats’ that it had prior to the closure of
Olin and Chalmers once the construction of the study spaces in the village
are complete before the spring semester. Currently, the College is about 100
seats short of matching that total. According to Griggs, study spaces usually do not crowd up until late in the
semester, so the current shortage likely will not matter.
According to the description of the
Kenyon Commons Library Project on
the Kenyon website, nearly 1,700 people would go into Olin and Chalmers
on an average day during the 2016 fall
semester. In order to create additional
study space, the College moved extra

chairs and tables into Ascension Hall.
Sixty-eight new seats were put
into Philomathesian and 37 into Nu
Pi Kappa, the central rooms in Ascension. Thirty-five were added into
Gund Commons, and the Gund Residence Hall Lounge was transformed
into a study space with 36 new seats
available to anyone.
Grant Carr ’19 believes that the
modular units are too small to fill the
role of the library in providing study
spaces. “I think we’ll see a rush to get
seats in Peirce and Ascension, as well
as Wiggins [Wiggin Street Coffee],”
Carr said. After frequently using the
library as a study space in his previous
years on campus, Carr finds that the
modular units are not nearly as desir-

able of a location to get work done.
Carr, a math major, also believes
that some majors will be impacted
more by the lack of a library than others. According to Carr, math majors
have spaces in the Science Quad reserved only for them. Not every major
comes with these private spaces.
Director of Student Accessibility
and Support Services Erin Salva believes that the next two years will be a
great chance for students to find new,
previously unused study spaces.
“The Cottages are a great place for
students to study,” Salva said. “Sam
Mather also has great breakout rooms,
rooms that are like study carrels for
two people. There are plenty of study
spaces all over campus that people

might not be familiar with.”
Study spaces with limited hours in
the past will now be more f lexible with
time. Thomas Hall will now stay open
past 9 p.m. to accommodate students
who study there after the dining hall
closes according to Griggs. Additionally, the modular unit north of Norton Hall will open at 6 a.m. in order to
provide a study space for early risers.
Salva also thinks shuttling into
Mount Vernon to study at the Wright
Center or the Mount Vernon library
would make sense for students.
“Utilizing downtown Mount Vernon could be helpful — there are a lot
of really cool places there. I think the
area is incredible and it isn’t that hard
to get to,” Salva said.

The new modular units house many of the same amenities as Olin and Chalmers Memorial Library once did. | NOAH NASH

Famed Johnny Appleseed planted roots in Mount Vernon
The historic apple cultivator and mystic frequently shipped seeds to and from Knox County.
JUSTIN SUN
STAFF WRITER

Like Kenyon, Mount Vernon has had its share of famous
(and sometimes infamous)
characters. John Chapman,
most famously
known as
Johnny Appleseed, is certainly
among their ranks. In the early 19th century, the missionary, orchard planter and frontiersman of American folklore
renown worked around Central Ohio, frequently making
the f ledgling town of Mount
Vernon his base.
Appleseed’s most concrete
links to Mount Vernon were
his landholdings and his vote
in the town’s first election.
He owned two lots in downtown Mount Vernon near
the Kokosing. One is now a
tire store; the other, right on
the banks of the river, is now

mostly underwater. Appleseed al connection may have some
Knox County’s history is
sold the lots to Jesse Burgess truth to it: Appleseed was also full of tales describing AppleThomas, an ex-Illinois senator a dedicated student and evan- seed’s knack for long-distance
who retired to Mount Vernon, gelist of the writings of Swed- excursions.
in 1828. In the bill of sale, he ish mystic Emanuel SwedenThe Knox County Historidescribes himself as “by oc- bourg. The historian N. N. cal Society holds that Appcupation a gatherer and
leseed would
planter of apple seeds.”
walk all the
The Knox County HisSadly, it seems his career
way to Pittspath is no longer viable
burgh
from
torical Society holds
in the 21st century.
Mount
Verthat Appleseed would walk all the
From Mount Vernon,
non
whenway to Pittsburgh from Mount Vernon ever he needAppleseed moved on to
Indiana, where he lived whenever he needed to restock his
ed to restock
the rest of his life, but his seeds.
his seeds. He
nearly two decades in the
would make
town left their mark on
the first half of
its residents.
Hill, Jr. writes in the 1881 His- the trip on foot, then after acLegend describes Apple- tory of Knox County, Ohio: quiring bags of seeds from the
seed as a gentle, if eccentric, Its Past and Present that Ap- cider presses in Pittsburgh,
man. He is depicted as a slim pleseed “was in frequent in- load them into several canoes
apple lover who sings and tercourse himself with two of and f loat them down a system
speaks with an angel in the these spirits of the female gen- of rivers to get them back to
1948 Disney animated short der, who consoled him with Mount Vernon.
Melody Time, which helped the news that they were to be
This endurance certainly
launch his fame. This spiritu- his wives in the future state.”
helped him during the War of

“

1812, when upon hearing the
news of a skirmish between
settlers and Native Americans
in Mansfield, Ohio, Appleseed
ran barefoot all the way to
Mount Vernon — a distance of
more than 30 miles — to warn
the townspeople and rally reinforcements.
Appleseed’s
journey is still celebrated today. In 1999, at the completion of the historical marker
on Appleseed’s old landholdings, several relay runners reenacted his run. They arrived
in the town square to a festival
of bands playing and school
children singing, then brief ly
took shelter in blockhouses as
the area’s settlers once did.
So the next time you are
tired of walking around Kenyon’s campus, it might be wise
to remember our barefoot former neighbor, Mr. Johnny Appleseed.
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Gund Gallery opens the year mixing media and mushrooms
Three varied exhibitions and plenty of refreshments provided a fresh start to the semester.
WILLOW GREEN
STAFF WRITER

Publishing Against the
Grain also challenges the
convention of the traditional
Nestled beside the commu- art exhibit, offering a space
nity feast, the Gund Gallery to sit and read as well as view.
invited students, faculty and The chairs, tables and spreads
community members to ex- invite you to linger. “Walkplore the fall 2018 exhibitions ing in, it felt almost like a
at their opening reception: library,” Jess Karan ’21 said.
Pia Fries, Publishing Against “It’s not just art on walls —
the Grain, and Cy Twom- you could walk in and have a
bly’s Natural History, Part 1, moment. You could elapse as
Mushrooms.
much time as you wanted.”
The opening reception,
The other two exhibitions
which featured local bourbon are set up more traditionally.
cocktails for attendees of age, Pia Fries’ paintings and Cy
ran concurrently with the Twombly’s collection, Natural
feast and served as a grand History, Part 1, Mushrooms,
opening for the fall semester. line the walls, collaged imThe exhibitions offered a re- ages of abstract paintings and
freshing return to Gambier scientific renderings of fungi.
with an exploration of nature,
Despite this, the art itself
community and convention.
has its own ways of challengOne of the new exhibi- ing convention. Her art is an
tions, Publishing Against the attempt to unite the aesthetic
Grain, represents a drive for of 17th century prints with
communal, inclusive access, Fries’ abstract expressionist
celebrates the ways media can style. The result is a vibrant
be distributed.
whirlwind of colorful, layered
The collection includes in- paint complemented by abundependent
dant negative.
“literary”
Twombly’s
publicapieces
are
It’s not just art
tions like
equally
innoon walls — you
books,
vative and excould
walk
in and have a ploratory. His
magazines
and web- moment.
work
comsites from
bines drawall across Jess Karan ’21
ings,
paint
the world.
and print into
With each publication focus- lithographs that use both
ing on different cultural, so- form and content to explore
cial and political concerns, the relationship between nathe exhibition invites viewers ture and culture. The bizarre
to consider what community and beautiful prints of the
means in a larger context.
mushrooms give Twombly the

“

ideal materials to explore his
more abstract sensibilities.
All of the current exhibitions transcend conventional
expectations, inviting viewers to question their expectations and consider what it
means to go against the grain.
“It was great to see an artist I’d been following before,” said Brent Matheny
’19. “Twombly’s pieces make
me think about the odd intersection of detritus, forests
and queer identity. Really,
the best part was seeing new
art for a new year, with new
friends.”
The exhibitions will be
on display in Gund Gallery
through Dec. 16.

Top, students study Sulk by
Pia Fries. Middle , a close up of
Fries’s Gaffel. Bottom, two pieces from Publishing Against the
Grain. Arthopper, pictured left,
is a website that covers visual
arts in the Greater Lake Eerie
Area. ÆQAI, pictured right, is an
art criticism magazine based in
Cincinnati. | BEN NUTTER

Second City Comedy riffs off audience and bat interruption

With witty improvisation and political sketch, the group again welcomes the new class.
ULYSSES YARBER
ARTS EDITOR

For the fourth year in a row,
comedy group Second City
graced Gambier with its one-ofa-kind improv and sketch comedy. Inspired by the political contention of the past presidential
election, Second City presented
a mix of scripted scenes and improvised scenarios riffing off audience suggestions.
The company, based in Chicago, boasts a selection of incredibly talented alumni: Tina
Fey, Jordan Peele, Cecily Strong,
Steve Carell and many more.
Part of the appeal of watching
Second City is that you could be
watching future Saturday Night
Live cast members or Comedy
Central celebrities.
On the night of Tuesday, Aug.
28, the show began with a pep-

py choreographed number, but
it was soon clear that the lights
were not functioning as planned.
The producer quickly stopped
the show and after a small
break, the actors restarted. The
show kept the audience laughing without any further technical glitches. By then, Rosse Hall
was crowded with first-year and
returning students looking for a
break from the stress of movein. Second City did not disappoint, weaving from skits both
meaningful and silly: a group
of friends frustrated by a biased
board game based on white and Three members of Second City in an improv scene | BEN NUTTER
male privilege, and a prospective ticiation throughout the show. free-styled on subjects given by
step-dad combating the danger- Second City members asked an audience member invited on
ous obstacles of the son of a sin- students for details about mov- stage.
gle mother.
ies as they played senile old laCeci Rodriguez ’22, who sat
Part of the unique charm of dies, which later the actors used in the front row, was one of the
the group, and why they con- to create a trailer. In another skit students who was called up. Altinue to be a great opener to the centered around a bachelorette though she enjoyed it, it took her
school year, is the element of par- party gone wrong, the chauffeur entirely by surprise. She hadn’t

heard of the group before, but
“wanted to go because I thought
it was going to be a lot of fun.”
She wasn’t disappointed and
found the improv movie segment particularly funny. “I absolutely loved it,” Rodriguez said.
“I thought it was hilarious.”
One of the more amusing
riffs was the inclusion of bats
in several improvised scenes,
acknowledging the ongoing
bat infestation in Rosse Hall
that has disrupted every show
the group has performed on
campus. It seemed that referencing the critters was an
invitation for them to join in
the festivities. The group’s
last skit, an encore, ended
in abrupt hilarity as the cast
f led the stage, hoping to spare
themselves the harmless f lapping as a bat made a surprise
entrance for the finale.
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Jungle Green and The Hecks play with passion and swagger
The two Chicago rock bands share their original music at the first Horn show of the year.
ELY PETEET
STAFF WRITER

Three men in burgundy hats
and yellow polo shirts walk onstage
and start to set up. There are four
guitars, noticeably worn and customized. Some show scratches and
paint. Some have multiple tuning
pegs plucked out.
Everyone standing in the Horn
Gallery slowly moves to the front
as they begin to play. The Hecks
open the first show of the year at
the Horn Gallery on Aug. 31. The
lead guitar is sharp, and the kick
drum sends out a deep, rushing undercurrent. It picks up rapidly. The
lead guitar player moves up to the
mic to start singing on top of the
strange, jangly sound. The music
does not crescendo; in the crowded
building it echoes loudly, and everyone dances to a steadily exciting
rhythm.
This is the type of experience
you can expect seeing The Hecks,
a jangle-rock band out of Chicago. Two of them, Andy Mosiman
and Zach Vettraino, met as college
roommates. And and Zach tell how
their third member, Dave, helped
them record an earlier record and
provided such good advice that
they added him to the group. Mosiman explained that their unique
style is the result of being around
so many amazing artists that “back

Left, Jungle Green drummer Andrew Smith. Right, Jungle Green’s Alex Heaney on guitar and Emma Collins on bass | BEN NUTTER

in the day we wanted to do all we
could to stand out.”
It’s because of this they have
their “wonky” tuned guitars: Andy
explained that he modifies the guitars because “if a guitar is tuned
standard that’s how it’s gonna
sound, standard,” and for him that
extra difference and twang is “the
tonal version of turning the amp
up to 11.” Vettraino and Mosiman
describe their desired aesthetic and
dress as “goofy all-American fastfood workers. Just really neutral
and non-confrontational.” Asked
if they are headed anywhere to play
more shows, Vettraino say that
they are “laying low” as they work

on their second album.
Jungle Green, the next band,
saunters up. A few members from
The Hecks walk up to talk to them.
People sit outside to get away from
the heat inside the building for a
little bit. Despite the season The
Hecks still mostly wear their signature hats. Jungle Green starts
to play and people drift in. Jungle
Green is another band out of Chicago, with a similar retro look but
a jumble of different individual
styles. The lead singer has strange
futuristic cyclops sunglasses.
There’s a frilly shirt paired with a
jean jacket in the mix and a retro
mustache.

They have two keyboards,
drums and guitars along with a
few other instruments. “Fun is our
style,” Lead singer Andrew Smith
says when prolpted about it. Their
music goes on to inspire sock-hop
feelings in addition to hectic moshing later around the lead singer as
he kneels singing shirtless among
the crowd.
The lead singer founded the
band. They all went to Columbia
College in Chicago and slowly built
up to the full group. Andrew writes
the melody and then they make up a
style for the rest of the instruments
that fits the tone of the melody. They
are going on tour starting in Octo-

ber with The Lemon Twigs, a rock
band from Long Island, N.Y. They
are traveling eastward from Los
Angeles and up the east coast all the
way to Montreal. Between tours ,
they are working on their upcoming
album called “Forged Artifacts.”
The band packs up everything
and then lingers for a while. They
talk to people who liked the show,
or to the various people working
that night. Jungle Green all gather
around Gabe Jimenez-Ekman ‘19,
who reached out to them. Soon the
crowd of people who came to the
show has scattered. The band heads
off, somewhat reluctantly ending
their night at the Horn.

Dissonant and honest music moves the Horn
CASSIE COALE
STAFF WRITER

Even at 9:30 p.m, a half hour after the show
was expected to begin on Saturday, Sept. 1, the
Horn Gallery was almost empty. The lights
were dim. A rectangle of tin foil had been
tacked to the wall behind the leaning instruments at the back of the room. A long and terrifying stretch of floor stood between the instruments and the scant members of the crowd.
There is no stage in the Horn Gallery; because of this, a concert at the Horn can become

DYLAN MANNING

a confrontation, an audition, a sales pitch, a
therapy session in which the roles of the audience and the musicians are blurred. Therefore,
one might be able to understand if the audience at a Horn show was unpassionate, or if
a musician felt discomfited enough to begin
describing the plot of a Star Trek episode in
between songs. In fact, this seemed to be the
cumulative ethos of their music no matter the
variety of the styles: Ko Takasugi-Czernowin,
Deer Scout (Dena Miller) and Beverly Tender
(Molly Hastings and Tristan Brooks).
The first to perform were Takasugi-Czernowin and Miller, a musical partnership
forged at Oberlin College. The duo played
backup for each other’s songs, with first Takasugi-Czernowin, then Miller playing frontperson. Takasugi-Czernowin is tall and willowy,
and looks and acts both careful and careless at
once. His music was dissonant, filled with repetition and glitter, no song truly settling into a
format familiar to the listener. At times, it approached
an aquarium horror movie
soundtrack. The audience
appeared dumbfounded.
When one lyric happened
to be, simply, “potato,” after
an instrumental pause, there was
even giggling. Takasugi-Czernowin’s
set was at its best when the dissonance was
not overdone, melody could be deciphered and
Miller sang along, her high voice contrasting
with the depth of Takasugi-Czernowin’s instrumental accompaniment.
Miller’s set, which came immediately after Takasugi-Czernowin’s, was
starkly different. A small, fair-haired
person with a quiet intensity, she performed music that was more solid

and lyrical, with clever, emotionally-charged
verses. Miller seems to take her influence from
both folk of the past and the new wave of indie
pop that has added a particular jazzy accent
to the voices of female singers. In listening to
Miller, one can hear many different genres of
music woven together. Her music is reminiscent of fellow folk and folk-inspired artists Jean
Ritchie and Angel Olsen.
Perhaps Miller’s softness is what made Beverly Tender’s performance immediately after
seem the opposite of its name. Dressed in tinfoil and shouting, playing their instruments
with as much force as possible at the loudest
possible decibel, Beverly Tender drew a larger,
more active audience that attempted to bop
around to even the least-boppable shrieks.
They even danced to the screaming monologue backlit by disorganized guitar that
characterized the middle half of Beverly Tender’s set.
This, perhaps, was the unifying energy of
a show that seemed to have no unification.
Takasugi-Czernowin’s wiggly, sometimes
uncomfortable thrum, Miller’s sweet but unhappy self-reflections and Beverly Tender’s
absolute loudness all seemed to channel the
emotional experience of their strange and
specific age group, the younger edge of millennial; able to be critical both of themselves
and of the system of success that their older
millennial counterparts seem to have bought
into. Yes, the show was weird and uncategorizable. Yes, it sometimes seemed to be a prolonged voluntary self-humiliation. But the
embarrassment went both for the artists and
the audience. Everyone was vulnerable, everyone leaned into discomfort, and if it was
weird, it was on purpose.

Doc Locke conducts. | ERYN POWELL
INDIA KOTIS
STAFF WRITER

“I believe in traditions,” Professor of Music Ben Locke said on the
afternoon of August 29, “and I believe in singing.”
A few hours later, Locke emerged
from Storer Music Hall to lead the
incoming class of Kenyon first years
in the First Year Sing, a program of
four songs that generations of Kenyon students have sung on the steps
of Rosse Hall.
Concern had mounted earlier in
the day as heavy rain clouds gathered, but the first years did not shy
away from the bad weather and sang
with gusto. “This year will stand out
in the memory of First Year Sings,”
said Locke.
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The blurring of news and opinion:
Why this trend must be reversed
CAMERON AUSTIN
OPINIONS EDITOR

On Aug. 15, The Boston
Globe published an editorial,
“Journalists are not the enemy,” denouncing President
Trump’s repeated labeling of
the “fake news media” as “the
enemy of the American People.”
The Globe editorial board also
encouraged local newspapers
across the country to publish
editorials simultaneously. In
response, over 300 papers, with
both liberal and conservative
editorial stances, wrote pieces
in defense of an “uninhibited, robust, and wide-open” (to
quote the New York Times editorial) free press.
While I cannot agree more
with the intention of these editorials, I cannot help but wonder about the optics of the coordinated response. To many
supporters of the president,
these editorial responses probably only confirm what they already believe: Th0at is, that the
mainstream media is conspiring
to paint an unflattering portrait
of Trump. Granted, I admit that
these newspapers were placed in
a bind by the president’s words.
Either the editorial boards
could rightfully defend the existence of a free press, or they
could allow Trump’s comments
to go unchecked. The former
option is preferred, but there
could perhaps be a better way of
effecting it.

What we need to remember else published. We live in an era
is that the opinions section, edi- where the opinion pieces of The
torial boards included, does not Washington Post or Fox News
form the core of what newspa- get far more likes and clicks
pers accomplish. News articles, than any news reporting by
backed by solid reporting, are the two outlets; clickbait titles,
the bread and butter of the for- preying on the desire to validate
mat. While inherent bias can one’s own beliefs, cannot deteraffect reporting (specifically, mine the future of the news mewhat gets reported), the news dia.
article is not the domain of
I would like to manage the
opinion. It’s the domain of fact. Collegian opinions section in a
The opinions section com- manner aligned to the one recplements news reporting, but it ommended above. The opinions
could by no means supplant it. section will be a space where
The opinion section reacts to community members can react
the news of the day, the week to the news of the day, the Coland the era. Various media out- lege and the nation. Some pieces
lets offer distinct perspectives, may be controversial, as I will
and this diversity is something seek to publish from a variety of
to be cherished. But just be- backgrounds and perspectives.
cause the editorial board of a But I am not in the business of
publication does not align with publishing to boost one’s ego
a particuor to lob critilar reader’s
cism after critviews mean
icism against
We live in an
that its obour
rapidly
era where the
jective rechanging colopinion pieces of The
porting
lege. I am in
can be dis- Washington Post or
the business of
counted.
humble opinFox News get far more
The colikes and clicks than any ions, of meaordinated
sured critiques
news reporting.
editorials
of events and
perhaps
actions and of
needed to
supporting the
make the distinction between other work of this paper.
news and opinion more clear.
The editorial boards needed to
Cameron Austin is a junior
position themselves humbly, in mathematics major from Chatrecognition that they are sub- tanooga, Tenn. You can contact
ordinate to almost everything him at austin1@kenyon.edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Interim policies make
quiet areas inaccessible
Despite the best efforts of
the Library and Information
Services staff, many students
are still upset about the library construction for a host
of reasons, some more valid
than others. One reason that
we haven’t seen in the public
discussion, however, is the
question of accessibility.
As of now, the only designated silent study space on
campus is in Ascension Hall.
While the modular units are
as good as they can be considering that they are huge
trailers placed temporarily
on a lawn, none are designated quiet spaces like the library’s third f loor once was.
A silent place to study
may seem like a small thing,
but it’s not. For many students, a silent place to study
is paramount to the learning
process.
When Florida Atlantic
University in Fort Lauderdale conducted research
on the impact of silence
when studying, they found
that without absolute silence some individuals were
slowed in their process by 60
words an hour when writing.
The Kenyon website states
that “Kenyon College is committed to supporting students with disabilities with
reasonable academic and

non-academic
(programmatic) accommodatons,” and
the ability to focus in a quiet
space is entirely reasonable.
We all have to make sacrifices this year so that the new
construction can take place.
It’s unfortunate, but it’s a
fact of life on the Hill. Hopefully, the West Quad will be
able to justify the cost (both
monetary and otherwise) of
the construction.
But we cannot justify
sacrifices that only affect
groups already marginalized
on a daily basis. Ascension
will be made accessible in
the future, but for now it is
both inaccessible and home
to the only silent study space
on campus.
An individual’s ability to
access the third f loor of a
building should not be a determining factor in the quality of one’s education.
The staf f editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief
Cameron Messinides ’19 and
Devon Musgrave-Johnson ’19
managing editor Grant Miner ’19 and execuitive director Matt Mandel ’19. You can
contact them at messinidesc@
kenyon.edu, musgravejohnsond@kenyon.edu, minerg@
kenyon.edu and mandelm@
kenyon.edu, respectively.

The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues
relevant to the campus and the world
at large. The opinions expressed on this
page belong only to the writer. Columns
and letters to the editors do not reflect
the opinions of the Collegian staff. All
members of the community are welcome
to express opinions through a letter to the
editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right
to edit all letters submitted for length and
clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous letters. Letters
must be signed by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer.
Letters must also be received no later
than the Tuesday prior to publication. The
Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as
possible each week subject to space, interest and appropriateness. Members on the
editorial board reserve the right to reject
any submission. The views expressed in
the paper do not necessarily reflect the
views of Kenyon College.

ANNA ZINANTI
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Liberal arts lessons reach beyond the confines of academia
The liberal arts education is anything but irrelevant in the present age, despite naysayers.
HENRY TERHUNE
CONTRIBUTER

Most of us knew what we
were signing up for when we
applied to a liberal arts school:
an education focused on selfimprovement through a broad
field of study. Liberal arts students are told that by expanding their horizons they will become engaged global citizens,
or that they will “learn how to
think.” This seems, by its nature, like an educational choice
intended to be practical.
Yet it seems to be the case
that a liberal arts education is
considered increasingly less
practical by society as a whole.
Any English or philosophy major is intimately familiar with
a breadth of jokes at their expense, expounding upon their
poor job prospects and the
likelihood of their future pov-

erty. Even STEM-focused liberal arts students catch f lak
for choosing a liberal arts education over a technical one.
Meanwhile the popularity and
prestige of specialized engineering and medical studies
seem to be skyrocketing. This
leads one to wonder: Have the
liberal arts become no more
than purely academic?
As cynical as this question
may seem, it may have some
merit to it. Philosophy is now
so specialized that its practitioners have difficulty discussing any recent work with untrained individuals. There are
also great divides in English,
music and artistic fields between what many see as “popular media” and “artistic media.” For some, it may seem like
the liberal arts have become irrelevant. It is then easy to view

CROSSWORD
Across
1. The Columbus Crew
is a member
4. Oven, metaphorically
8. Sprint
12. Jack Ryan’s employer
13. Lady friend, in
Paris
14. Erdogan’s stomping ground
17. Busiest American
airport, abbrev.
18. Sour
19. Given name of The
Brothers Karamazov
writer
20. Online humor for
the Hill
23. Prince, in the UAE
24. Recognized government of the West
Bank
25. tneicnA
26. Biology tutoring
and free candy, on
Tuesday, Thursday
and Sunday
29. Books where the
reader decides how
the story unfolds, abbrev.
31. Calling upon
35. US government
genetics database
39. “Home page” of
this crossword
43. Milk’s Favorite
Cookie
44. Like LeBron
James or Hillary Clinton
45. Drains
49. Excited
50. Unsure, for short

53. Fraud
54. Fiddler, during the
Great Fire of Rome
57. Online blog, for
many female writers
of the College
63. Pessimistic Pooh
pal
64. Iranian leader, before 1979
65. “Eureka!”
66. The Devil, formally
67. Alone, in Madrid
68. Home console of
Super Mario Bros.
69. Try again
70. Sip
71. Church distinguished by worship on
Saturdays

Down
1. Entrance exam for
UCSF
2. Slender
3. Crucible setting
4. Ride behind a boat
5. Yemen’s neighbor
6. Descriptive of clay
7. Senator Ted’s opponent in Texas
8. Foolishly
9. “Moving on…”
10. Hershey toffee bar
11. Supermodel Gigi
15. Varieties include
cinnamon or dinner
16. The Good Dinosaur
protagonist
21. Japanese dresses
22. Like Zelda in The
Legend of Zelda
27. Silicon oxide, without the numbers
28. “Fake news” cable
channel, according to
Trump

a liberal arts education as suit- spectives that are unlikely to
able only for a pretentious in- come from a narrowly specialtelligentsia rather than thepop- ized education.
ulation at large.
In its goal-driven mindset,
Though it may not come as a society has seemingly decided
surprise, as a Kenyon student, that the importance of an edI argue that no, the liberal arts ucation is not what you learn
are not purely academic. While or who you become, but what
there are f laws in how some you can do with it at the end.
fields present themselves to the Success is attributed only to a
public, I am of the firm convic- handful of careers, while evtion that learning how to en- eryone else is quietly ignored.
gage with the world broadly is But this view fails to account
critical in
for the fact
the modthat many libA liberal arts
ern
age.
eral arts stueducation is
Specialized
dents not only
educations considered increasingly
go on to have
are and al- less practical by society
successful caways have as a whole.
reers, but are
been necalso
prized
essary, but
for their soft
so too are generalized ones. skills, problem solving and
Problem solving and adapta- ability to work with others.
tion require a breadth of perThose liberal art students

“

who stay in academia will continue to struggle with some of
the “big questions” we address
here at Kenyon. Their specialization is necessitated by the
complexity of the important
and long-lasting questions of
human life. What would the
world be like if we were suddenly content to not think
about the nature of humanity,
art, science and society?
So no, the liberal arts are
not a purely academic pursuit.
Even within today’s specialized
world, the broad study of human experience and the growth
fostered by a liberal arts education are critically important.
Henry Terhune is a sophomore undeclared major from
Waterville, Maine. You can
contact him at terhune1@kenyon.edu.

Cameron Austin
Opinions Editor
30. Molecule to trigger an immune response
31. One hundred, written in uppercase letters
32. Ari Shapiro workplace
33. Compete
34. Similar to Unity,
perhaps, but in high
school
36. Conference organizer (see page 4)
37. Feathery scarf
38. In Gambier, there
is both the Village and
Kenyon variety
40. Neither a PC nor
a DA
41. Brainwave detector
42. Old woman in folklore (two synonyms)
46. Tick or mite
47. Unique citrus
48. UK political party,
recently overtaking
the Tories in membership
50. Nonbinary object
pronoun
51. Bullseye beverage
52. Using one costs
$1.50
55. Seacrest and Gosling
56. “The spectators
_____ and aahed.”
58. Lost landmark,
still remembered by
seniors
59. Presidential protection
60. Demonstrate
61. Wearer of bespoke
skull jewelry
62. Space force before
the “space force”

Did you finish this crossword? Be the first to email a photo of your finished crossword to collegian@kenyon.edu for a chance to get a shoutout!

Do you have opinions?
The Kenyon Collegian accepts
submissions for both op-eds
and letters to the
editors. Please Contact
Cameron Austin at
austin1@kenyon.edu if you
want your voice heard!
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Ladies volleyball dominates, looking like an NCAC favorite
Delaney Swanson ’19 led the Ladies on a four-game rout during trip to Marietta College.
CHRIS ERDMANN
STAFF WRITER

EARLAM
KENYON
KENYON
FRANCISCAN

KENYON
EMORY & HENRY
KENYON
MARIETTA

1
3
3
0
3
0
3
0

The Kenyon Ladies volleyball team is back in action after getting off to a hot
start with a four-game sweep
at the Marietta College River Classic. At the helm, they
have two new coaches, Kendra Mosher and Leanne
Schaefer, who are looking to
improve on last year’s 15-11
record and continue their
winning tradition.
Also returning are captains Delaney Swanson ’19
and Peyton Thomas ’19, both
of whom will bring the senior leadership needed to
succeed on the court in the
North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC).
On Aug. 31, the team had
their first match of the season against Earlham College
where Kenyon won by three
sets to one. They were led by
Swanson who recorded 16
kills, two aces, three blocks
and 18 digs. The Ladies won
both of their first two sets
25-22 but would go on to lose
the third 25-20. They closed
out the contest with a win
25-19 in the fourth set.
The next match of the day

Delaney Swanson ’19 named NCAC Volleyball Player of the Week after performance at Marietta. | COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

was against Franciscan University where they won the
first two sets handily 25-11
and 25-13. Franciscan made
it interesting in the third set
by keeping it close until the
end but eventually fell 25-23.
The Ladies were led by Mackenzie Bruzzio ’20, who had
12 kills and one block, giving
the Ladies a 2-0 record at the
end of the first day.
The following day Kenyon faced off against Emory
& Henry College. The Ladies had no problems as they
beat them in three straight
sets. They were led by Haley
Witschey ’20, who had eight

kills, and Elyse Davidson ’21, Kenyon to its fourth win of
who had five kills and four the season. Swanson accumublocks.
lated 14 kills, one ace and five
The
blocks,
Ladies’
while
The team is meshfinal
Bruzzio
ing really well, and
match
had 13
was
aces.
this is the best team dynamic
against
“The
we’ve had in a long time.
host
team is
MarietmeshDelaney Swanson ’19
ta Coling relege.
ally
Kenyon
well,
dominated the match win- and this is the best team dyning in three straight sets namic we’ve had in a long
(25-18, 25-19, 25-18). Both time, and it really showed on
Swanson and Bruzzio had the court,” Swanson said afstrong performances, leading ter this weekend’s hot start.

“

“We wanted to set the tone
for how we wanted to play
for the rest of the season,
and we did that. So now we
just have to maintain that.
I’m really looking forward to
this weekend’s Home Invitational.”
After dominating play this
past weekend, Swanson also
was named the NCAC Women’s Volleyball Player of the
Week.
Kenyon is hosting the Kenyon College Invitational,
where they will play their
first match on Friday and
two matches the following
day in Tomsich Arena.

Turnovers plague Lords’ football season opener vs. Sewanee
Both offense and defense struggled to find a rhythm, but players are ready for challenge.
DAVID COSIMANO
STAFF WRITER

SEWANEE
KENYON

43
10

The Kenyon Lords football team
enters the 2018 season under the
helm of seventh-year head coach
Chris Monfiletto, who will be returning 12 starters from last season.
Many of the team’s major contributors from their 2017 record-breaking
passing game are returning. Most
notably, quarterback Thomas Merkle
’20 will start behind center again after he threw for 22 touchdowns and
2,922 yards last year.
The backfield will be led by Rob
Meagher ’19, who is looking to have
a breakout year for the Lords. On the
defensive end, the Lords look to come
out strong with a unit that is returning eight starters. In particular, the
secondary is looking to improve with
players like Taaj Davis ’19 leading

the young players into the 2018 season. The linebacker core will be led
by Michael Picone ’21, who made the
switch from defensive-back this season.
This past Saturday, the Lords

“

It was not until late in the first half
when Kenyon found its groove offensively, and Merkle completed 11 passes as well as fourth down conversion
to Matt Jolliffe ’20. Ultimately, this
resulted in a 33-yard field goal from

It was not the way we wanted to start, and it was
pretty frustrating all around. Now it’s just about
putting it in the past and focusing on the conference schedule to make sure that we come out strong.
Ian Robertson ’19
kicked off their season on McBride
Field with an out-of-conference
matchup against the Sewanee Tigers.
The Sewanee offense came out fast in
their first three drives which resulted in three straight field goals. The
Lords’ offense struggled to find its
rhythm early, and were unable to get
a first down on their first three possessions.

kicker Ryan Cooper ’20 to get the
Lords their first points of the season.
Early in the third quarter, after a
catch from Justin Bosch ’21, Merkle would connect with Jolliffe again
for the Lord’s first touchdown of
the year, bringing the score to 3010. Unfortunately, the Lords did not
score for the rest of the game, while
Sewanee would eventually go on to

score 13 more points. The game ended as a 43-10 victory for Sewanee.
After a couple days to digest the
team’s performance, Ian Robertson
’19 said, “It was not the way we wanted to start, and it was pretty frustrating all around. Now it’s just about
putting it in the past and focusing on
the conference schedule to make sure
that we come out strong.”
Offensively, the Lords’ Merkle led
the team with 214 passing yards and
one touchdown. Bosch led the team
in receiving as he pulled in 11 passes
for 91 yards, while Rob Meagher ’19
led the ground game with 64 yards.
On the defensive side, Sam Dickey
’20 led the team with 12 tackles, and
Picone registered a team-high 2.5
sacks. Davis also recorded his first
career interception for the Lords in
the second quarter. Kenyon will return to McBride Field on Sept. 8 to
begin North Coast Athletic Conference play against the Oberlin College
Yeomen.

12

Thursday, Sept. 6 | kenyoncollegian.com

Kenyon soccer crushes John Carroll, falters against Tartans
Soccer season begins with Lords eyeing a seventh-straight NCAA tournament appearance.
FRANCIS BYRNE
STAFF WRITER

KENYON
JOHN CARROLL
CARNEGIE MELLON
KENYON

4
0
1
1

Kenyon Lords soccer begins another season as the North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) favorite,
as well as a national championship
contender. After a second-round exit
in both 2016 and 2017, the Lords enter the season as the No. 22-ranked
team in the country, according to the
United Soccer Coaches NCAA Division III Preseason Poll.
Offensively, Kenyon lost several
major producers to graduation, including Woo Jeon ’18 and Oliver
Wynn ’18. In addition, the Lords
graduated all-American centerback
Henry Myers ’18 and all-American
Alberto Carmona, who transferred
from Kenyon. The trio of Jeon, Myers and Wynn generated a combined
23 goals and 11 assists for the Lords’
potent attack in 2017.
This year the Lords will be led
up front by Brice Koval ’19. In 2017,
Koval matched Jeon in goals and assists at six and five, respectively, and
will look to carry momentum from
last year’s solid performance into the
2018 season. Koval is part of a solid
group of seniors that will lead the
team this year. He will partner in attack with fellow strikers Will Bennett
’19 and Philippe Stengel ‘20, along
with midfielders David Anderson ’19
and David Kim ’19, with Keven Duan
’19 in midfield providing support behind the two strikers.
In the back, all-American defender Bret Lowry ’19 will hold down the
fort as one of the best — if not the

best — centerbacks in the conference.
The Lords will also rely on Duan and
Greg McNeer ’19 to provide help on
the backline. Additionally, Sam Hosmer-Quint ’21, Collyn Carpenter
’21 and Max Taylor ’20 will look to
pad the back line and offer support
for goalkeeper Ian McInturf ’21. In
2017, this group allowed just 13 goals
throughout the season and maintained the Lords’ healthy plus-31 goal
differential.
A sun-baked Mavec Field hosted
the opening match of the season for
the Kenyon squad, with the no. 24
John Carroll coming in to face the
Lords. The first half of the game was
relatively tame, with the Lords gaining just a one-goal lead off the foot of
Philippe Stengel ’20.
In the second half, the Lords broke
the game wide open. Max Taylor ’20
jump-started the Kenyon offense on
a peachy, side-footed volley. Strikes
from both Bennett and Scott Upton
’22 found the back of the net, with
Bennett also assisting on Upton’s
goal to cap off a four-goal victory.
It was a dominant showing from the
Lords on both sides of the ball, with
the defense holding the Blue Streaks
to just three shots on goal, none of
which were on target.
On Sunday, the Lords traveled
to Pittsburgh to face off against the
Carnegie-Mellon University Tartans.
This match would prove more difficult than the Lords’ season opener. It
was a physical match with both sides
constantly jockeying for possession.
While the Lords matched their
shot total from their previous game,
just six would be on target with only
one scoring. Koval’s seventh-minute tap-in gave Kenyon the lead until the 84th minute, during which an
unfortunate def lection off a Kenyon

Max Taylor ’20 finds net on a side-footed flick in Lords’ 4-0 win. | FRANCIS BYRNE

player evened the game and pushed
it into overtime. After two periods of
extra time, neither team could muster a goal, and the game ended in a

draw. Next up for the Lords is a trip
to Wilmington College, where they
will face a Quakers squad sitting at
0-1 on the year.

Hot and cold start for Ladies soccer, players are optimistic

The Ladies won the first game, fell in the second but have reason to be positive for future.
MARLI VOLPE
STAFF WRITER

KENYON
CASE WESTERN
KENYON
ADRIAN

2
1
1
4

The Kenyon Ladies start off
the new season after finishing the 2017 campaign with
an overall record of 9-7-3 and
a 7-0-1 record in the North
Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC). The team is returning three seniors: Brianna
Maggard ’19, Maia Emden ’19
and Meredith Rogers ’19. Maggard and Emden impressed last
year as Maggard was awarded
second team all-NCAC honors while Emden received an
honorable mention for the
all-NCAC team. The Ladies
will also benefit from another
year of experience for reigning
NCAC Defensive Player of the
Year Caroline McNeer ’21 and

first-team all-NCAC goalkeeper Jillian Countey ’20.
This past Friday, the Kenyon College women’s soccer
team had their first game of
the new season against Case
Western Reserve University at
Mavec Field. The Ladies came
out on top with a 2-1 win. Samantha Hayes ’21 scored both
of Kenyon’s goals, the first
touching the net only 22 minutes after the game had started.
Because of her performance,
Hayes would go on to win
NCAC Player of the Week honors. Even though Case Western out-shot Kenyon, Countey
helped her teammates by saving six of their shots on target.
After the game, Annie Hesse
’20 said, “We are happy with
how the game was played and
excited to see how the girls will
play on Tuesday in their next
game.” Hesse was sidelined due
to an injury, but is looking to
get back on the pitch.

The Ladies played their second game on Sept. 5 at home
against Adrian College. Unlike their previous game, the
Ladies were unable to continue
on their winning path as they
fell by a score of 4-1. The backline did not provide the usual
support for keeper Countey,
as the Ladies allowed 23 shots
during the game, with nine of
them on target, while the Ladies were able to produce three
shots with two on target. Despite their loss, the Ladies’ Fallon Raviol ’20 tallied her first
goal of the new year. “Scoring a
goal is always a wonderful feeling, even if the game still ends
up in a loss, but I’m really looking forward to the rest of the
season,” Raviol said.
The Ladies look to get back
on track this Saturday, Sept. 8
at 1 p.m. at Mavec Field against
Shenandoah University, who
come to Gambier looking for
Olivia Dion ’22 plays long ball into the corner. | FRANCIS BYRNE
their first win of the season.

